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We have families who have lost abso-

lutely everything. 
We have volunteer firefighters across 

much of this area who would literally 
be fighting the fire in one county in 
one area and hear on the radio about 
how a fire had broken out in another 
county on a road right near their own 
home, and literally volunteer fire-
fighters fighting one fire could hear on 
the radio about the destruction of their 
home at a different fire. 

In different places, the volunteer 
firefighters and those who were gath-
ered, both career and volunteers, would 
see a raging fire at the home of their 
neighbor, of people they knew. In west-
ern Oklahoma, you know your neigh-
bors in that area. You know the folks 
in the county. They would head out to 
a home as the fire was rushing at them 
and try to fight it off, try to cut a fire 
line to be able to stop it. Eventually, 
the fire would get so close, they would 
literally take their fire equipment and 
park the equipment between the fire 
and the home and spray down their 
equipment in hopes that the fire would 
jump over the house as the firefighters 
just huddled behind their own equip-
ment hoping the fire didn’t come to 
them. They saved several homes by 
using that extreme method. 

Neighbors took their own farm equip-
ment and their own tractors and cre-
ated fire lines to be able to protect 
their neighbors’ homes. 

These small community firefighters 
fought fires for hours and hours. They 
saved a lot of lives, and they saved a 
lot of structures. 

I can’t even begin to tell you the pain 
of walking through that area, what has 
been described by many as walking 
across a moonscape of destruction 
where there is literally nothing left. 

What have we seen in that? I will 
state that what we have seen is a tena-
cious spirit from people who survived 
an ice storm, were without power for 
weeks in many areas, and then had a 
wildfire come right behind it and de-
stroy what was left. Over 20,000 bales of 
hay have already been donated from 
farmers all over Oklahoma who are 
trying to feed the cattle that are still 
left—20,000 bales. Understand the ex-
pense of 20,000 bales of hay being do-
nated but also understand the efforts of 
all the truckdrivers who loaded up 
their vehicles and personally paid the 
gas money and the travel expenses to 
be able to deliver that hay over hun-
dreds of miles to those folks. Often-
times, the travel of that truckdriver 
and the gas required are more expen-
sive than the hay that is in the back of 
it, and they are delivering as much as 
they possibly can. 

I have to thank the folks from the 
Farm Bureau; the Oklahoma Cattle-
men’s Association; Western Equip-
ment; Oklahoma Farm Credit; the Red 
Cross of Oklahoma; the Salvation 
Army; the Oklahoma Department of 
Agriculture; the Oklahoma Forestry 
Service; Southern Baptist Disaster Re-
lief; Oklahoma emergency manage-

ment—first responders from all over 
the State, volunteer and career fire-
fighters who worked very long and dif-
ficult hours. USDA and FEMA were 
also on site. I thank Harper County Ex-
tension; all the emergency manage-
ment folks from Beaver, Harper, and 
Woodward Counties; all the folks who 
have donated, places like Love’s Travel 
Stops that have donated so much to be 
able to move things there; the United 
Way; Cleanline Energy and their dona-
tions; and untold numbers of civic or-
ganizations and churches from around 
that community. 

As I looked at many of those folks in 
the area last week and met with some 
leaders and pastors in the area, I re-
minded the folks that the devastation 
they face is not something that will be 
recovered from quickly. Springtime 
will come soon, and the area that is 
just black earth right now will spring 
to life with green grass again in the 
weeks ahead. But the loss of those 
fence lines, the loss of thousands of 
animals, the loss of homes, the loss of 
structures, will take a very long time 
for the folks—the farmers and ranchers 
who don’t live on a high profit margin. 

I have continued to encourage the 
pastors and churches in that area to 
walk alongside some families who will 
have a hard time recovering from this 
for a long time. I have encouraged our 
Oklahoma agencies and our Federal 
agencies to do what we can to be able 
to step in with repairing fence lines 
and helping them recover from a very 
traumatic event. 

My wife and I stood with a rancher 
who talked about going out into the 
field after the fire. His home was com-
pletely destroyed. As he traveled out to 
the field around him checking on his 
cattle, he found dead cattle but also 
found cattle with their faces com-
pletely burned, blinded, with coyotes 
chasing them down. He said all he 
could do was stand there in the field 
and cry. These are going to be long 
days. 

I am grateful that there are neigh-
bors taking care of neighbors. I am 
proud of the people of Oklahoma 
watching out for each other. As we 
walk through this, God willing, we will 
continue to be able to hug and take 
care of our neighbors in the days 
ahead. 

I want to tell this Senate and the 
people of the United States that this 
was a wildfire as big as the State of 
Rhode Island, and many people haven’t 
even heard of it. But I can assure all of 
you that the folks in Oklahoma have 
experienced it, and we will walk 
through it together as a Nation. 

With that, Mr. President, I yield 
back. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate be 

in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SUNSHINE WEEK 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, this 
week is Sunshine Week, an annual na-
tionwide celebration of the good that 
comes from peeling back the curtains 
on government. Sunshine Week coin-
cides with the National Freedom of In-
formation Day and President James 
Madison’s birthday, both of which 
occur on March 16. 

James Madison understood the value 
of an informed citizenry as a necessary 
check against those in power. We 
shouldn’t forget his call for the people 
to ‘‘arm themselves with the power 
which knowledge gives.’’ 

More recently in our Nation’s his-
tory, Justice Brandeis declared, ‘‘sun-
light is said to be the best of disinfect-
ants.’’ 

These sentiments hold true to this 
day. A government that operates in 
darkness—and a public that’s kept in 
the dark—sows the seeds of waste, 
fraud, and abuse. 

In the face of secrecy and obstruc-
tion, the public has a vital weapon: the 
Freedom of Information Act, FOIA. 

Over 50 years ago, President Lyndon 
Johnson signed FOIA into law, estab-
lishing the public’s judicially enforce-
able right to government information. 

Before FOIA, the people had to jus-
tify their need for information to the 
government, but after FOIA, the gov-
ernment has to justify its refusal to re-
lease information to the public. FOIA’s 
enactment marked a crucial step to-
ward a government more accountable 
to the people. 

No doubt, FOIA manifests Congress’s 
recognition of the need to carefully 
balance the public’s right to know and 
the government’s interest in protecting 
certain information from disclosure, 
but practice and history demonstrates 
this balance has all too often been tilt-
ed away from transparency. 

Many in government have continued 
to find ways to undermine citizens’ 
right to know under FOIA. Trans-
parency should be the norm, not the 
exception; yet, when it comes to FOIA 
requests, we have continued to see a 
government culture of delay, deny, and 
defend. When this happens, FOIA’s ef-
fectiveness is undermined and the pub-
lic becomes even more skeptical of its 
government. 

We have seen this in one way or an-
other under every administration, both 
Republican and Democratic, since 
FOIA’s enactment, but the trend to-
ward secrecy and obstruction in recent 
years should alarm all of us. 

According to a March 14 Associated 
Press report, ‘‘The Obama administra-
tion in its final year in office spent a 
record $36.2 million on legal costs de-
fending its refusal to turn over federal 
records under [FOIA.]’’ 
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In 2016, the Obama administration 

set records for ‘‘outright denial of ac-
cess to files, refusing to quickly con-
sider requests described as especially 
newsworthy, and forcing people to pay 
for records who had asked the govern-
ment to waive search and copy fees.’’ 

To top it off, ‘‘The government ac-
knowledged when challenged that it 
had been wrong to initially refuse to 
turn over all or parts of records in 
more than one-third of such cases, the 
highest rate in at least six years.’’ 

We simply cannot continue down this 
path. 

Fortunately, a truly bipartisan and 
bicameral effort last year resulted in 
the enactment of the FOIA Improve-
ment Act of 2016. I was proud to be a 
cosponsor of this important piece of 
legislation and to have worked closely 
with my colleagues on the Judiciary 
Committee, as well as the open govern-
ment community, in ensuring its pas-
sage. It achieves some of the most 
meaningful and necessary reforms to 
FOIA in history. 

We are already witnessing some of 
the positive impacts of these reforms. 

For example, the National Security 
Archive, a nonprofit open government 
advocate, fought for years to achieve 
the public release of certain historical 
documents about the Bay of Pigs inva-
sion. But time and again, they were 
met with legal hurdles put up by the 
Central Intelligence Agency, CIA. 

This past October, however, the CIA 
released these historically significant 
documents. In doing so, the CIA’s Chief 
Historian stated that the Agency is 
‘‘releasing this draft volume today be-
cause recent 2016 changes in the [FOIA] 
requires us to release some drafts that 
are responsive to FOIA requests if they 
are more than 25 years old.’’ 

This is excellent news. It is just one 
example of the good that can result 
from bipartisan work toward a com-
mon goal for the American people. I 
look forward to hearing many other 
such stories of important information 
finally being made publicly available 
under FOIA, thanks to these recent re-
forms. 

But we can’t just rest on our laurels. 
No matter which party is in control of 
Congress or the White House, con-
tinuing oversight of FOIA—and the 
faithful implementation of its amend-
ments—is essential to ensure the law’s 
effectiveness as a tool for the public 
good. 

As chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, I am proud during this Sun-
shine Week to join Senators Feinstein, 
Cornyn, and Leahy in sending letters 
to the Trump administration to learn 
more about specific steps taken to 
carry out the FOIA Improvement Act 
of 2016 and efforts underway to improve 
the proactive disclosure of informa-
tion. 

Compliance with both the letter and 
spirit of FOIA should always be a top 
priority of any administration, so I 
look forward to hearing back about 
progress made. 

Before President Trump took office, I 
stood on this floor and urged him to re-
verse the secrecy and obstruction that 
defined the Obama administration’s 
FOIA track record. Today I reiterate 
that call. 

A new administration provides a new 
opportunity to get it right. 

This Sunshine Week, let’s recommit 
to working together toward improving 
open government, fulfilling FOIA’s 
promise, and ensuring a more informed 
citizenry. 

f 

DISCHARGE PETITION—S.J. RES. 34 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be discharged from further consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 34, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission relating to ‘‘Pro-
tecting the Privacy of Customers of 
Broadband and Other Telecommunications 
Services,’’ and further, that the resolution 
be placed upon the Legislative Calendar 
under General Orders. 

Jeff Flake, Mike Rounds, Thom Tillis, 
John Boozman, Todd Young, John 
Thune, Cory Gardner, Steve Daines, 
David Perdue, Tim Scott, Dan Sul-
livan, Mitch McConnell, Thad Cochran, 
Michael B. Enzi, Dean Heller, John 
Hoeven, James M. Inhofe, Roger F. 
Wicker, Bill Cassidy, Patrick J. 
Toomey, Ron Johnson, Richard C. 
Shelby, John Cornyn, Orrin Hatch, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Jerry Moran, 
Mike Crapo, Rob Portman, Deb Fisch-
er, Pat Roberts. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING JOSEPH ‘‘JOE’’ 
CELESTINO GALLEGOS 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor the life of Joseph ‘‘Joe’’ 
Celestino Gallegos, a beloved leader 
and constituent from my home State of 
Colorado. Mr. Gallegos passed away on 
December 11, 2016, at the age of 60, 
after a battle with cancer. He was a 
true visionary and leader in his home-
town of San Luis, the oldest town in 
Colorado, where he was elected to a 
fourth term as Costilla County com-
missioner just a few months ago. 

Mr. Gallegos was a fifth-generation 
farmer and rancher with deep ties to 
the American West. His family prop-
erty, the Corpus A. Gallegos Ranches, 
was settled in 1860 and recognized as a 
‘‘Colorado Centennial Farm’’ in 1990. 
The son of educators, Mr. Gallegos 
spent his youth in Pagosa Junction and 
Colorado Springs, CO, and in Questa, 
NM. He spent his weekends, vacations, 
and summers working the family ranch 
in San Luis and tending to livestock in 
the surrounding mountains of the 
Sangre de Cristo Range. 

After graduating from Colorado 
State University in Fort Collins with a 
degree in mechanical engineering, Mr. 
Gallegos became an engineer in the oil 

fields. His work took him to Texas, 
Louisiana, North Dakota, Wyoming, 
Ireland, and Africa before he returned 
to San Luis permanently in 1986. 

Working with his father on the fam-
ily ranch, Mr. Gallegos soon became a 
trailblazing advocate for the land, 
water, people, and culture of San Luis 
and Costilla County, working selflessly 
to preserve the area’s rich local tradi-
tions. Mr. Gallegos was one of the 
founders of the Sangre de Cristo 
Acequia Association, which protects 
some of the oldest water rights in the 
State of Colorado, and his work has in-
spired younger generations to respect 
local water rights and acequia con-
servation. He served on the Costilla 
County Conservancy Board for 13 years 
and was also a member and ditch rider 
of the San Luis People’s Ditch, which 
holds the oldest water right in Colo-
rado. 

Mr. Gallegos was elected as a Costilla 
County commissioner four times, serv-
ing in office for 12 years. He was pas-
sionate about creating and sustaining 
local jobs; rehabilitating infrastruc-
ture and historic structures; and sup-
porting veterans, senior citizens, and 
youth. One of the projects of which he 
was most proud was the restoration of 
the old Costilla County courthouse. 
Built in 1883, it is one of just two intact 
adobe courthouses in Colorado. Mr. 
Gallegos also worked to restore the 
Lobatos Bridge, the southernmost 
bridge over the Rio Grande River in 
Colorado, originally built in 1892. 

He oversaw the construction of a 
Health and Human Services complex 
and a senior citizens’ center; helped 
create a county Trails, Open Space, 
and Recreation Program; supported the 
effort to name State Highway 159 as 
the Costilla County Veterans Memorial 
Highway; and developed the Costilla 
County Biodiesel Project. He also pur-
sued other renewable energy initiatives 
such as biomass heat for county shops 
and solar electricity for county build-
ings. 

Outside of his work, Mr. Gallegos 
also earned a second-degree black belt 
in martial arts and was gifted at train-
ing and riding horses. 

Mr. Gallegos was a man whose gen-
erosity touched the lives of countless 
others. Over 500 people attended his fu-
neral service at Centennial High 
School in San Luis. He is survived by 
his daughter Patricia Vialpando, her 
sisters Annmarie Gonzales and Cristina 
Miers, and their families; his sister 
Marie Rafaela Gallegos-McCord, his 
brothers Aquino ‘‘Jerry’’ Gallegos, 
James ‘‘Jimmy’’ Gallegos, and their 
families; his niece Elaiza Gallegos; his 
nephews Adrien and Django Gallegos; 
and two very special people, Rose Men-
doza-Green and her granddaughter 
Celena. 

I join with the people of Costilla 
County and the San Luis Valley in 
honoring Mr. Gallegos’s life, and I send 
my deepest condolences to his family 
and loved ones.∑ 
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